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These outstanding graduates of the Public Service Scholars program exemplify the spirit of service 

at Carolina. They have made such a difference in communities throughout North Carolina and far 

beyond. I have no doubt they will continue their commitment to using their time and talents for the 

public good long after they leave Chapel Hill. As you read about the program and learn more about 

the class of 2007 Public Service Scholars, I know you will join me in congratulating them for their 

impressive accomplishments and thank them for continuing the proud traditions of Carolina.

J a m e s  M o e s e r  c h a n c e l l o r ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  a t  C h a p e l  H i l l

This publication features the third class of graduating Public Service Scholars, and I think you will 

agree that they are a remarkable group. They embraced the challenge of fulfilling the requirements 

of the program, and they, and the communities they served, are better for it. However, I imagine 

they would be the first to admit that their accomplishments were made possible only with the 

support of others — from faculty and staff to the dedicated agency and community representatives 

who provided opportunities, encouragement and mentoring along the way. We hope that all those 

involved will take pride in what these outstanding graduates have accomplished and join us in 

sending them off with our appreciation and best wishes.

L y nn   w .  B lancha      r d  D i r e c t o r ,  C a r o l i n a  C e n t e r  f o r  Pu  b l i c  S e r v i c e
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“	The tradition of service 

as it is displayed 

through the Public 

Service Scholars 

program is a model 

to be upheld for all 

universities. I am proud 

to be graduating as a 

Public Service Scholar 

and humbled by the 

dedication of my  

fellow peers.”
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The Public Service Scholars (PSS) program provides a framework for 

Carolina students who want to strengthen their commitment to service 

by exploring service opportunities, meeting others who care about similar 

issues, learning new skills and linking their academic experience to 

making a difference in their community.

Since its inception in 2003, the Public Service Scholars program has rapidly grown from 78 to more than 

1,000 students. In four years, participants have logged more than 165,000 hours of service in 

communities throughout North Carolina, the nation and the world. But more than numbers, Scholars’ personal 

growth and increased commitment to service attest to the depth of student engagement, and continue Carolina’s 

proud tradition as the nation’s first public university. 

The program is open to all full-time University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill students with at least four 

semesters remaining. Program requirements include:

300 documented hours of service

One service-learning class 

Four skills trainings

A senior service portfolio 

A minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5

•

•

•

•

•

 “The PSS program 

exposed me 

to a variety of 

opportunities to 

serve. I learned 

about different ways 

I could serve my 

community and also 

make a career out of 

public service.”

Program Overview
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s e r v ic  e  an  d  e ngag    e m e nt

The Public Service Scholars program encourages students to address community needs 

through multiple dimensions of service (direct service, organizational service and policy).

88% of PSS participants reported engaging in multiple dimensions of service to 

a moderate or great extent since their enrollment in the program.

The Public Service Scholars program encourages students to commit to social issues 

that are important to them and to work with agencies on a long-term basis to create and 

sustain change.  

80% of PSS participants reported an increased commitment to addressing 
particular issues during their time in the PSS program.  

•

•

pa  r ticipants          b y  class      y e a r
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Each dot represents one student.  

17 students are from outside the U.S.

Numbers represent total students from each county. 833 students are from N.C.
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91% of PSS participants stated that they have an ongoing commitment to the agencies 
in which they work.

66% of PSS participants have found mentors among the nonprofit agency staff with 
whom they work.

*percentages come from a spring 2006 evaluation of the Public Service Scholars program

S e r v ic  e - l e a r ning     cou   r s e s  an  d  s k ills     t r ainings     

Through facilitated student reflection, a service-learning class links the course’s academic goals 

with at least 30 hours of related service in the community.  

In addition, the Carolina Center for Public Service believes training in skill areas such as 

advocacy, fundraising and grant writing, policy, diversity and cultural awareness, ethics, and 

organizational leadership can result in more effective public service. 

•

•

“The classes and trainings give added relevance  

to the service hours you perform.”

Participants represent approximately  

75% of all majors at Carolina. 

m aj  o r

2 0 0 6  H o u r s  o f  S e r v ic  e

T o tal    h o u r s =  7 6 , 0 5 2

served in other states  

served internationally

Served in nc
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T o tal    h o u r s  o f  s e r v ic  e ,  

P ublic      S e r v ic  e  S ch  o la  r  G r a d uat   e s

Legacy of Service
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Public Service Scholars

ho  m e towns      o f  ’ 0 7  g r a d uat   e s

“	I have really 

appreciated not only 

being encouraged 

to engage in various 

kinds of public 

service, but also 

being valued for the 

service that I do.”
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T op   f i v e  s e r v ic  e  f ocus    

a r e as   o f  ’ 0 7  g r a d uat   e s

Health

Children and Youth

Hunger and Homelessness

Education

Latinos

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Most     popula      r  m a j o r s  o f  ’ 0 7 

g r a d uat   e s

Biology and Psychology* 

Political Science 

International Studies  

Sociology and Spanish*

* tied for ranking

1.

2.

3.

4.

Each dot represents one ‘07 PSS graduate. 

Three students are from outside the U.S.

Numbers represent total students from each county. 63 graduates are from N.C.
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heather michelle 
aldersey
british colombia, canada

Double Major 

International Studies  
and French

Service Focus Area 

International Issues, Africa

main Service Ties

United Nations 
Peacekeeping Mission, 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo 
National Model  
United Nations 
Adaptive Aquatics

Post-graduation plans 

Child protection in the 
Democratic Republic of  
the Congo

“Being a Public Service Scholar 
really helped me to reflect upon 
my service experience, as well 
as to keep track of everything I 
was doing. The trainings and the 
course requirement enabled me 
to expand my way of thinking 
about service and challenged me 
to think of ways to improve my 
personal performance in order to 
better affect the communities in 
which I serve.”

•

•

•

Jessica Lynn Aman 
Statesville, NC

Major  
Clinical Laboratory Science

Minor  
Chemistry

Service Focus Area  

Health

main Service Ties

UNC Hospitals
UNC American Red 
Cross Club
Camp Celebrate, Camp 
Kesem, and Camp 
Okawehna

Post-graduation plans  
A career in healthcare 

“I have always had a passion 
for service. As a member of the 
Public Service Scholars program 
my volunteering experiences 
were enhanced. I found that 
service-learning classes linked 
my academics with service and 
allowed me to learn so much 
more because I was seeing 
applications in the real world. I 
like service because I not only get 
to address important issues or 
help people in need, but it opens 
a window for insight into the way 
others live in the world.”

•
•

•

Kesson Anderson 
Pittsboro, NC

Double Major 

International Studies and 
Psychology

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness

main Service Ties

Inter-Faith Council for 
Social Service
Student Government 
Public Service and 
Advocacy Committee 
K-12 International 
Outreach Program,  
UNC Center for  
Global Initiatives

Post-graduation plans 

Teach for America

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has provided me 
with the encouragement and 
inspiration to not only serve 
others, but to be passionate 
about serving others. The insight 
and the experiences that this 
program has offered me will 
guide me in my future endeavors 
as I continue to work to make a 
difference.”

•

•

•

Gabriela Andrade 
Nashville, TN

Major  

Sociology

Minor  

Chemistry

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

main Service Ties

UNC Hospitals
American Red Cross
Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has been a vehicle 
through which I have been able 
to participate in a plethora of 
wonderful opportunities. Its 
different components have 
successfully prepared me for all 
types of service work both in the 
present and in the future.”

•
•
•

Benjamin Baldner 
State College, PA

Major  
Psychology

Double Minor  

Business and Chemistry

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Main Service Ties

Campus Y
INSPIRE 

Post-graduation plans 

Undecided

“The PSS program has 
allowed me to pursue service 
opportunities in a variety of 
settings and  
for numerous groups of people.  
I have learned the personal 
satisfaction in volunteer work and 
the skills training and service-
learning classes have enhanced 
my understanding and the 
importance of service work.”

•
•

Jennifer L. Barry 
Charlotte, NC

Major  

Public Policy

Minor  
Social and Economic Justice

Service Focus Area 
International Issues, Africa

Main Service Ties

Orphanage Outreach
American Red  
Cross Club
Alliance to Defend 
Health Care 

Post-graduation plans 

Internship with Orphanage 
Outreach in the Dominican 
Republic, then law school

“I’ve been active in public service 
throughout my life and was 
thrilled to learn upon joining the 
Carolina community that a place 
exists that supports, facilitates, 
and recognizes engagement and 
activism. Through the Public 
Service Scholars program, I found 
a network of same-minded 
individuals who value passion 
and idealism and I experienced 
some of the most meaningful and 
significant things I’ve ever done.”

•
•

•
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Lauren Heather 
Berkowitz 
Seattle, WA

Major  
Peace, War, and Defense

Minor  

Creative Writing

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of America
Team In Training
Scholars’ Latino Initiative 

Post-graduation plans 

Advocacy, special education

“I entered the Public Service 
Scholars program simply as a 
tool to quantify and expand my 
volunteer experiences and meet 
other students interested in public 
service. I have gotten so much 
more out of the program than 
just a log of my service hours. 
I’ve become convinced that 
engagement in education and 
learning through public service 
is the best way to get the most 
out of my education and my 
experiences here at Carolina.”

•

•
•

Kelly Bianco 
Upper Saddle River, NJ

Major  
Biology

Minor  
Chemistry 

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties

Upper Saddle  
River Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps
UNC Hospitals
Alliance of AIDS  
Services Carolina

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“My participation in the Public 
Service Scholars program has 
been a wonderful part of my 
experience at Carolina. It has 
allowed me to integrate service 
with my course work which 
has enabled me to reflect more 
deeply on the impact of service in 
the community. It has also made 
all of my service more personally 
meaningful.”

•

•
•

Timothy Bleckley 
Franklin, NC

Major  

Biology

Double Minor  

Dramatic Art and 
Chemistry

Primary Service Ties

General Alumni 
Association Student 
Membership Program
Mi Escuelita Spanish 
Immersion Preschool
Relay For Life 

Post-graduation plans 

Massage therapy school and 
medical school

“Through the Public Service 
Scholars program I have learned 
how to recognize a need and 
address that need through 
education, organization, 
leadership, and service. The work 
I have done over the past four 
years has been a tremendous 
part of my college experience and 
has caused great change in my 
life. My passion for public service 
continues to grow as I continue 
to see the needs of the world 
around me.”

•

•

•

Matthew Bowles 
Greensboro, NC

Double Major  
Journalism and Mass 
Communication and 
Political Science

Service Focus Area 

Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat for Humanity 
Inter-Faith Council for 
Social Service 
Greensboro Urban 
Ministry 

Post-graduation plans 
Law school

“My volunteer experiences 
while a student at Carolina have 
enhanced my understanding 
of the world in ways that 
a classroom setting never 
could. Although I appreciated 
community service before 
coming to college, I never fully 
integrated it with the rest of my 
life. The Public Service Scholars 
program provided me with the 
catalyst for putting into action 
one of my deepest passions and 
has prepared me to uphold this 
commitment throughout my life.”

•
•

•

jessamyn bowling
fuquay-varina, NC

Double Major  
Latin American Studies  
and Women’s Studies

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties

Orange County Rape 
Crisis Center
APPLES Service-
Learning Program 
Student Action with 
Farmworkers

Post-graduation plans 

Peace Corps

“The PSS program allowed me  
to meet dynamic people who 
were interested in the same 
things I was. I was able to 
find out about exciting new 
opportunities that have enriched 
my time here at Carolina.”

•

•

•

Angie I. Brice 
Kings Mountain, NC

Major  

Public Policy

Minor  

Medical Anthropology

Service Focus Area 

Development and oversight 
of the APPLES Service-
Learning Program

Primary Service Ties

APPLES Service-
Learning Program
Durham County  
Library Project 
Caribbean  
Christian Club 

Post-graduation plans 

Teach for America 

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has been a focal point of 
my undergraduate career because 
it has held me accountable by 
recording and explaining the 
nature of my service projects. I felt 
compelled to stay involved with a 
few key campus and community 
organizations and effect sustainable 
change. Coupled with the required 
APPLES service-learning course and 
skills trainings, the program has 
enhanced my intellectual curiosity, 
challenged my views of social 
issues, and provided me with the 
skills to effect lasting change.”

•

•

•
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Lindsay Cheryl Bridges 
Stoneville, NC

Major  

Biology

Double Minor  

Chemistry and Spanish

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties 

APPLES Service-
Learning Program
UNC Hospitals
Habitat for Humanity

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“Volunteering gave me the 
opportunity to learn something 
about the diversity that exists 
in the Chapel Hill community 
and I have come away from my 
experiences at Carolina with 
the desire to continue to give 
of myself. I will always find new 
ways to reach out to others and 
give, because I am addicted 
to feeling as if I can make a 
difference, and I hope that I can 
share my addiction with others.”

•

•
•

Meghan White Bridges 
Sanford, NC

Major  

Journalism and Mass 
Communication

Minor  

Urban Planning and 
Development

Service Focus Area 

Hunger and Homelessness 

Primary Service Ties 

The Inter-Faith Council 
for Social Service 
Girl Scouts of the USA
APPLES Service-
Learning Program

Post-graduation plans 

Work for a nonprofit in 
North Carolina

“The PSS program helped me to 
frame the volunteer work that 
I was already doing and focus 
my efforts with the leadership 
workshops offered throughout 
my four years at Carolina. Using 
their database and weekly emails 
I could find others to help me at 
the places that I volunteer and 
find new opportunities to use my 
talents to help others.”

•

•
•

Leah Broadhurst 
Gastonia, NC

Major  

Biology

Minor  

Afro-American Studies

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

America Reads 
INSPIRE 
Volunteers for  
Youth, Inc.

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“Enrolling in the Public Service 
Scholars program has allowed me 
to continue my passion for service 
in ways that would not have been 
possible otherwise. As a result of 
my participation in this program, 
I plan to work in underserved 
communities and will always 
remain true to my passion and 
commitment to service.”

•
•
•

Julia Mehr Brown 
Baltimore, MD

Double Major  

History and Political 
Science

Service Focus Area 

Indigent Defense

Primary Service Ties 

Georgetown Law 
Center’s Criminal  
Justice Clinic 
Maryland Department of 
the Environment 
MANO (Mujeres 
Avanzando hacia Nuevas 
Oportunidades) 

Post-graduation plans 

Law school 

“The Public Service Scholars 
program provided me with the 
opportunity to enact as much 
change as I could within both the 
local community as well as the 
broader context.”

•

•

•

Molly Elizabeth 
Campbell
Asheville, NC

Double Major  

Latin-American Studies  
and Spanish

Service Focus Area 

Latinos

Primary Service Ties 

Carrboro Elementary 
School 
El Pueblo 
El Futuro 

Post-graduation plans 

Peace Corps

“I joined the Public Service 
Scholars program my freshman 
year. The program really appealed 
to me and I knew that community 
service was going to be a major 
part of my life while I was at 
Carolina and beyond. The Public 
Service Scholars program shows 
how committed Carolina is to the 
community and that we truly are 
‘The University of the People.’”

•

•
•

Damian Cannon 
Raleigh, NC

Double Major  

Spanish and Economics

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties 

Global Routes 
International Teaching 
Program 
APPLES Service-
Learning Program
INTS 393 (Great 
Decisions) Teaching 
Assistant 

Post-graduation plans 

Teach for America or work 
for Google

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has served as a vehicle 
for organizing and documenting 
the service in which I have 
engaged during my four years 
at Carolina. The program has 
challenged me to broaden my 
service skills and experiences and 
to invest in organizations both 
on and off campus. Although 
being a PSS has not often directly 
impacted my day-to-day life, it 
has certainly indirectly supported 
and encouraged my service to 
Carolina and the community.”

•

•

•
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Natalie Teal Cassell 
Wilmington, NC

Major  

Psychology

Minor  
Chemistry

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties 

Orange County  
Rescue Squad 
Habitat for Humanity
Piedmont Wildlife 
Center

Post-graduation plans 

Peace Corps, then  
medical school

“Through the Public Service 
Scholars program my zeal for 
public service has grown in the 
last few semesters and woven its 
way back into my daily thoughts 
and my future plans. Public 
service at Carolina has certainly 
shaped me and my life. I am 
forever grateful to this institution 
and now, I couldn’t picture public 
service as anything but a lifelong 
pursuit.”

•

•
•

Andrew Chen 
Chapel Hill, NC

Major  

Biology

Double Minor  
Medical Anthropology  
and Chemistry

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties 

Campus Y, Best  
Buddies Program
Millennium Village 
Project 

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school 

“Not being active in service work 
in high school, the Public Service 
Scholars program was extremely 
helpful in serving as a framework 
for finding student organizations 
and service opportunities to 
get involved with in college. 
The program has also provided 
an avenue to bring together 
diverse groups of people who 
are passionate in helping others 
in the community. It has also 
motivated me to incorporate 
service into my work following 
graduation.”

•

•

Roshni Kuliakanda 
Chengappa 
Goldsboro, NC

Major  

Psychology

Service Focus Area  
Health

Primary Service Ties 

Class of 2007 Senior 
Marshals 
APPLES Service-
Learning Program 
C.A.R.E. for Carter 

Post-graduation plans 

Master of public health 
program 

“As a Public Service Scholar, my 
passion to help people has greatly 
increased because I have been 
exposed to working with different 
populations. It has been one of 
the most significant experiences 
I have had at Carolina and has 
taught me valuable lessons and 
skills that I can apply to my future 
career. I have enjoyed being a 
part of an organization that is 
devoted to the community and 
improving the lives of others.”

•

•

•

Stephanie Lynn Covill 
Charlotte, NC

Major  

Elementary Education

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness 
and Education

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat for Humanity 
UNC Teaching Fellows
Lutheran Campus 
Ministries

Post-graduation plans 

Teach for America

“Public Service Scholars has 
been a wonderful program, 
allowing me to explore service 
to the community through many 
different organizations and 
opportunities. The experience 
has been nothing but positive, 
allowing me to expand upon my 
desire to serve others through 
opportunities such as skills 
trainings and service-learning 
classes.”

•
•
•

Anna Rebecca Cruz 
Staten Island, NY

Double Major  

Biology and Exercise  
and Sport Science

Minor  

Chemistry

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

N.C. Children’s Hospital 
Campus Y, Jest for Fun 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools 

Post-graduation plans 

Scientific research, then 
medical school

“Through the Public Service 
Scholars program, I have been 
able to engage in public service in 
many areas of the community and 
serve many different populations. 
I have also gotten the opportunity 
to meet many interesting and 
like-minded people along the 
way. Most importantly, it has 
allowed me to learn about the 
many facets of public service 
and realize its effects on the 
community as well as myself.”

•
•
•

Thanh-Truc Thuy Doan
Charlotte, NC

Major  

Clinical Laboratory Science

Minor  
Chemistry

Service Focus Area  
Health

Primary Service Ties 

International Service-
Learning Program 
Victory Junction  
Gang Camp 
Trinity Court Family 
Resource Center 

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has not only provided 
the network and motivated me 
to extend my arms of service to 
the local community but it has 
also opened my eyes to the issues 
that are faced by the people 
living in the local community 
and the world. My experience 
with the Public Service Scholars 
program has allowed me to form 
more networks of services and 
encouraged me to believe in 
doing what is right for the benefit 
of the less fortunate.”

•

•

•
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Catayah Angelia 
Duncan 
Durham, NC

Double Major  

Political Science and 
International Studies

Service Focus Area  
Safe and Affordable 
Housing

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat for Humanity
Black Student Movement 
Triple Alliance Service 
Committee
Communiversity 

Post-graduation plans 

Law school

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has afforded me the 
opportunity to work with various 
community and international 
organizations in ways I never 
thought possible. The program 
instills in its participants the 
importance of being of service  
to all and I feel that I have truly 
left a mark on the campus and 
local community through  
my involvement.”

•
•

•

Emily Miller Edwards 
Winston-Salem, NC

Major  

Sociology

Minor  

Spanish

Service Focus Area 

Latinos

Primary Service Ties 

Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools 
Community Care Clinic 
Rural and Migrant 
Ministry 

Post-graduation plans 

Career in public service, 
master of social work 
program

“The Public Service Scholar 
program has connected me to 
students with similar interests 
and has motivated me to do more 
service than I may have done on 
my own. I truly appreciate the 
relationships I have built through 
the program with community 
members and other students. I 
would recommend this program 
to all students interested in 
serving their community.”

•

•
•

Zach Ferguson 
St. Petersburg, Fl

Double Major  
Peace, War, and Defense 
and History

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

Selma Elementary School 
Police Athletic League 
Caring House of 
Durham 

Post-graduation plans 

Master in War Studies, 
Kings College, London

“Carolina’s Public Service 
Scholars program has provided 
the ideal format for engaging 
in service-learning with all the 
necessary resources and support. 
As a Public Service Scholar 
member, I have participated in 
a wide variety of community 
service, from working with local 
elementary school children to 
human rights campaigning. It has 
been an integral part of my time 
at Carolina and a foundation for 
future public service.”

•
•
•

Ashley Aunita  
Prebula Frazier 
Duluth, GA

Double Major  

Political Science and 
Spanish

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

Mt. Pisgah United 
Methodist Church 
APPLES Service-
Learning Program
Habitat for Humanity 

Post-graduation plans 

Law school

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has provided me with 
the opportunities, tools and skills 
to serve the Carolina community 
and beyond. Throughout the 
program, I have incrementally 
taken on more challenging service 
projects and commitments, and 
serving others has become an 
integral part of who I am. This 
program has strengthened my 
foundation for service that will 
benefit me for years to come.”

•

•

•

Emily Greer 
Boone, NC

Major  

Psychology

Minor  

Spanish

Service Focus Area  

Aging Population

Primary Service Ties 

A Helping Hand 
Orphanage Outreach, 
Dominican Republic 
UNC Hospitals 

Post-graduation plans 

Work abroad, then  
medical school

“Throughout my years in the 
Public Service Scholars program, 
I have become more conscious 
of my actual impact on society 
through the semester service 
logs, learned new strategies for 
taking my service to a political 
level through trainings, and been 
able to apply what I learned in 
service-learning classes to aid the 
well-being of the community.”

•
•

•

Ana Hacic-Vlahovic 
Chapel Hill, NC

Major  
Political Science

Minor  

Spanish

Service Focus Area 

Education, Public Policy, 
Latinos, and Women

Primary Service Ties 

Inter-Faith Council for 
Social Service 
The Women’s Center 
Sierra Club

Post-graduation plans 

Graduate school or law 
school with a focus on 
international relations and 
human rights

“I don’t plan on ending my public 
service at Carolina. I want to 
spend the rest of my life helping 
those that don’t have a voice to 
be heard through international 
law and human rights.”

•

•
•
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Sagar Harwani 
Greensboro, NC

Major  

Information Science

Service Focus Area  

The Arts 

Primary Service Ties 

Sangam 
Moses H. Cone 
Memorial Hospital 
SURGE (Students 
United in Reducing 
Greenhouse Emissions)

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“After completing the Public 
Service Scholars program, I 
find it to be not only personally 
satisfying in serving others, but 
essential in having a complete 
and well rounded education.”

•
•

•

Brandon E. Heffinger 
Icard, NC

Major  

Political Science

Minor  
History

Service Focus Area 
Poverty and Literacy

Primary Service Ties 

First Baptist  
Church of Hildebran 
North Carolina  
Baptist Men 
English as a Second 
Language 

Post-graduation plans 

Complete training for U.S. 
Army, then law school

“Being involved in the Public 
Service Scholars program has 
been my most meaningful 
and memorable experience 
at Carolina. The program has 
fostered an understanding of the 
endless need for public service, 
provided countless opportunities 
to get involved, and challenged 
Carolina students to be servants 
of humanity.”

•

•

•

Emma Hodson 
Greenville, NC

Double Major  

Health Policy and 
Administration and  
Public Policy

Service Focus Area 

Women

Primary Service Ties 

The Women’s Center 
National Society of 
Collegiate Scholars
Campus Y, Nourish 
International 

Post-graduation plans 

Healthcare consulting

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has been a humbling 
experience. Today, I understand 
how trivial my own struggles in 
life are compared to the struggles 
of the people whom I have 
served, and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to have helped lessen 
their burdens. The Public Service 
Scholars program has enabled me 
to become a good citizen and an 
effective and empathetic leader.”

•
•

•

Rachel E. Holston 
Phoenix, AZ

Major  
Biology

Double Minor  
Spanish and Chemistry

Service Focus Area 

Individuals with Intellectual 
Disabilities / Health

Primary Service Ties 

Campus Y, Best  
Buddies Program
South Orange  
Rescue Squad 
Health Professions  
Peer Advising 

Post-graduation plans 

Physician assistant school

“The Public Service Scholars 
program gave me the extra 
motivation to continue doing 
community service throughout 
my years at Carolina. Continuing 
with this kind of work was a 
high priority when I entered as a 
freshman, and the PSS program 
gave me the support and 
reinforcement to do this.”

•

•

•

Caroline C. Hopke 
Merrick, NY

Major  

Biology

Minor  

Spanish

Service Focus Area  
Health

Primary Service Ties 

Campus Y,  
Big Buddy Program
UNC Hospitals 
UNC-CH Project 
OpenHand

Post-graduation plans 

Pharmacy school

“My involvement in the 
surrounding community has 
provided me the most wonderful 
and comforting experiences 
that have made me appreciate 
the decision I made four years 
ago to attend Carolina. Public 
service has shaped all aspects 
of my life at the University; 
friendships, personal growth, 
academic learning, and cultural 
experiences. I feel privileged to 
enter the world after graduation 
with a strong foundation in public 
service.”

•

•
•

Amelia Hummel 
Fayetteville, NC

Double Major  

Psychology and Sociology

Minor  

Afro-American Studies

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

Campus Y, Catalyst 
Conference 
Bronx PrYde
Youth Development 
Programme, Jamaica 

Post-graduation plans 

Undecided

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has allowed me to 
network with other students 
who share a passion for serving 
others. It has given me the 
opportunity to receive recognition 
for my volunteerism. Overall, 
the program has motivated me 
to continue using my talents to 
assist others.”

•

•
•
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Mary L. Irvine 
Cramerton, NC

Double Major  

Sociology and Spanish

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

UNC Dance Marathon
Safe Passage
Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools

Post-graduation plans 

AmeriCorps

“The tradition of service as it 
is displayed through the Public 
Service Scholars program at 
Carolina is a model to be upheld 
for all universities. With PSS, 
I have grown, learned, and 
developed in my commitment to 
service while giving back to the 
community. I am proud to be 
graduating as a Public Service 
Scholar and also humbled by the 
dedication of my fellow peers.”

•
•
•

Janel Jack
Brooklyn, NY

Major  
Education, Child 
Development and  
Family Studies

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

Youth Life Center
APPLES Service-
Learning Program

Post-graduation plans 

Teach elementary school 

“I have learned that there are 
no limits to service and that 
every project expands not only 
your knowledge but your heart, 
because you fall in love with 
many of the people you meet. 
There is no price to place on 
these valuable experiences 
of service. They have made 
my college experience more 
challenging and exciting.”

•
•

Ruchi Jain
Charlotte, NC

Major  

Psychology

Minor  

Chemistry

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 
World Camp for Kids 
APPLES Service-
Learning Program
UNC Hospitals

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“The Public Service Scholars 
program allowed me to explore 
my potential, give back to 
others and pursue issues I am 
passionate about. The program 
increased my knowledge about 
current problems in society 
and enlightened me on ways 
I can become involved. It also 
introduced me to other students 
who are as commited as I am to 
service.”

•
•

•

Elena Jiménez-Gutiérrez 
San José, Costa Rica

Major  

Clinical Laboratory Science

Minor  
Chemistry

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties 

APPLES Service-
Learning Program 
Carolina Cancer Focus
Campus Y, Nourish 
International 

Post-graduation plans 
Work as clinical laboratory 
scientist, then medical 
school

“My experience in the Public 
Service Scholars program 
was wonderful. With all of its 
volunteer opportunities, the 
program kept me sane and 
happy, while compelling me to 
redefine the word ‘service’ in 
terms of change and not charity. 
I recommend this program to 
anybody and everybody!”

•

•
•

James Robert Jolley 
Lawndale, NC

Double Major  

History and Political 
Science

Minor  
Entrepreneurship

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

SPROUT (Student 
Poverty Reduction 
Outreach) 
Appalachia Service 
Project 
Inter-faith Council 
for Social Service, 
Community Kitchen

Post-graduation plans 
Master of education 
program

“At the surface, Public Service 
Scholars are servants who engage 
the community in order to meet 
the needs of the community. 
However, to bring about real 
change, they must also scholarly 
engage the issues they encounter. 
Through this program, I met 
great people, encountered 
new problems, and have a 
new mandate to continue this 
engaged service as I enter the 
real world.”

•

•

•

Mary Olive Jones 
Tampa, FL

Major  
Environmental Health

Service Focus Area  
Health and Housing

Primary Service Ties 

UNC Hospitals 
Hope Initiatives, 
Namibia 
Habitat for Humanity

Post-graduation plans 
Bike across the United 
States with Bike and Build 
to raise awareness about 
affordable housing, then 
AmeriCorps

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has been a great 
way for me to think about the 
volunteer work that I have done 
in an intentional way. I really 
appreciate the program because 
it forces each of its members to 
think critically about the service 
work that they have performed 
and to address the needs outside 
of the university community.”

•
•

•
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Sarah Layton Jones 
Richmond, VA

Double Major  

Journalism and Mass 
Communication and 
Environmental Studies

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties 

World Camp for Kids 
UNC Hospitals
Rape Crisis Center and 
House on the Hill,  
South Africa

Post-graduation plans 

Volunteer in hospitals in 
India and Nepal, then a 
master of public health 
program or medical school 

“My commitment to service 
began long before I reached 
Carolina’s campus and will 
continue long after. Helping 
other people has always been 
important to me, and it was 
through my service experiences 
in college that this translated 
into my intentions to become a 
doctor. The opportunities I have 
had, the bonds I have made, and 
the places I’ve come to call home 
through my service opportunities, 
have given me a new life 
direction and a more committed 
passion for doing  
for others.”

•
•
•

Megan Patricia Jordan 
Burlington, NC

Major  
Biology

Minor  
Creative Writing

Service Focus Area 
Latinos

Primary Service Ties 

School Reading Partners
Habitat for Humanity
Relay For Life

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“I entered the Public Service 
Scholars program simply as a 
tool to quantify and expand my 
volunteer experiences and meet 
other students interested in public 
service. But I have gotten so 
much more out of the program 
than just a log of my service 
hours — I’ve become convinced 
that engagement in education 
and learning through public 
service is the best way to get the 
most out of my education and my 
experiences here at Carolina.”

•
•
•

Sara Joseph 
Lexington, MA

Major  
International Studies

Minor  
Spanish

Service Focus Area  
Health

Primary Service Ties 

Feminist Women’s 
Health Center 
SOTENI Kenya 
Planned Parenthood 

Post-graduation plans 

Bike across the United 
States to benefit Habitat for 
Humanity

“Guided by the Public Service 
Scholars program, community 
service has been a major aspect 
of my college experience. In 
turn, the lessons I have learned 
through volunteering both locally 
and internationally have informed 
my academic and intellectual 
endeavors. The Public Service 
Scholars program has encouraged 
me to always consider the ways 
in which I could make a positive 
impact on my community.”

•

•
•

Jessica Lynne Jungblut
Whitehouse Station, NJ

Major  
Psychology

Minor  

Social and Economic Justice

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Inter-Faith Council for 
Social Service 
Durham Nativity School 
Pharmaciens 
Humanitaires 
Internationales 

Post-graduation plans 

Travel throughout Central 
and South America to study 
Spanish and volunteer 

“Public service has become 
something that empowers me to 
apply my knowledge in promoting 
universal social justice. As long 
as inequality creates injustice, 
there will be work for me to 
do. Equipped with my learning 
experiences at Carolina, and the 
service that has complemented 
and enriched them, I look to the 
future with hope that my efforts, 
and those of countless others 
devoted to public service, will 
enable more people to realize the 
importance of a healthy society.”

•

•
•

Ben Kaplan-Singer
Rockville, MD

Major  
Political Science

Minor  
Chemistry

Service Focus Area  
Civil Rights and Race 
Relations

Primary Service Ties 

APPLES Service-
Learning Program
Campus Y, CJAA 
(Criminal Justice Action 
and Awareness) 
Durham Scholars 
Program 

Post-graduation plans 

Travel to the Middle  
East and South and  
Central America, then 
medical school

“What makes PSS a valuable  
and unique program is that it  
is an integrative experience. 
 By encouraging service-oriented 
students to engage in non-
traditional service activities such 
as trainings and service-learning 
classes, the program helps 
students connect their service 
to other methods of learning 
and self-development, and 
improves their understanding of 
themselves, their service and  
their communities.”

•

•

•

Anne Marie Kinsella
Charlotte, NC

Major  
Psychology

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat for Humanity
Inter-Faith Council for 
Social Service 
Frank Porter Graham 
Elementary School

Post-graduation plans 

Move to Chicago

“Public Service Scholars has 
provided me with the opportunity 
to work in my community and 
be inspired by the classes taught 
at UNC-Chapel Hill which 
incorporate service-learning into 
their course goals. I was able to 
grow both as an idividual and 
as a part of this community. 
Though challenging at times, PSS 
should be required of all Carolina 
undergraduates.”

•
•

•
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Lindsay Kirkham 
Gastonia, NC

Double Major  

Economics and History

Minor  

German

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat for Humanity
Frank Porter Graham 
Elementary School
UNC Hospitals Platelet 
Donor Program

Post-graduation plans 

Habitat for Humanity

“During my time in the Public 
Service Scholars program, I have 
not only been able to contribute 
directly to the community through 
tutoring, donating platelets, and 
building homes, but I have also 
gained skills through service-
learning classes, trainings, 
and particularly the service 
opportunities themselves that will 
help me to be a more productive 
volunteer in the future. Had I 
not decided to become a Public 
Service Scholar, my college 
experience and my growth as a 
person would have been greatly 
diminished.”

•
•

•

Whitney Kitchell
Blowing Rock, NC

Major  

Exercise and Sport Science

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties 

ActivEdge Fitness and 
Sports Performance
UNC Wellness Center
Carnivore Preservation 
Trust

Post-graduation plans 

Physical therapy school

“The Public Service Scholars 
program initially got me 
acquainted with other people 
involved with service and showed 
me how to keep active in the 
community after high school. 
At first, I did not have a service 
focus area, but as I became 
more involved in health related 
service, I discovered what career 
direction I wanted to go into after 
graduating from Carolina. I can 
thank PSS for guiding me in a 
specific direction in my service to 
others.”

•

•
•

Stephen Lassiter
Greensboro, NC

Double Major  
Political Science and 
Journalism and Mass 
Communication

Minor  
Social Entrepreneurship

Service Focus Area 

Diversity and Education

Primary Service Ties  

Campus Y
Carolina United
Jewish/Muslim  
Fall Break Trip

Post-graduation plans 

Work for a foundation that 
supports N.C. nonprofits

“While most students don’t 
pursue public service for 
recognition, it is affirming to 
know that the Public Service 
Scholars program gives credit 
where it’s due. In doing so, it 
helps organize students’ public 
service endeavors and cultivates 
a culture of service among them.”

•
•
•

Andrea M. Lowe
Winston-Salem, NC

Double Major  
Business and Public Policy

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties  
Granville Towers
Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
Chamber of Commerce
Communiversity

Post-graduation plans 

A career in sales and 
marketing

“Life is a challenge. Events, 
people, and self-doubt always try 
to undermine the will and strength 
of those striving for the things that 
seem impossible. My goal with 
my activities was to assist and 
boost the morale of those with the 
desire to succeed and implement 
their ideas. My involvement with 
local entrepreneurs, elementary 
school children, campus cultural 
alliance groups through tutoring, 
advertising, and events, displays 
my desire to show others that 
people do support their endeavors 
and want to see them succeed. 
My community, church, and 
family supported my challenging 
ambitions, and I am now a 
cheerleader for others to accept 
their challenges and succeed.”

•
•

•

Mani Maheshwari 
Cary, NC

Major  
Biology

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat for Humanity
Students for Students 
International
Six Forks Rescue Squad 

Post-graduation plans 

Travel, service, then  
medical school

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has allowed me to 
broaden my horizons and to 
experience a variety of service 
opportunities through skills 
trainings, committees within 
PSS, and the conglomeration of 
small service projects in PSS’s 
weekly emails. These resources 
have provided me with a greater 
view of what types of service and 
opportunities UNC-Chapel Hill 
and the surrounding community 
have to offer. Through these 
resources, I have gained a greater 
sense of and meaning of service.”

•
•

•

William David Maixner 
Chapel Hill, NC

Major  

Health Policy and 
Administration

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties 

Camp Kesem 
Campus Y, Big  
Buddy Program
NC Prevention Partners 

Post-graduation plans 

Master of healthcare 
administration program

“The Pubic Service Scholars 
program is an asset to this 
commity. It provides endless 
oppurtunities for students to 
better themselves as well as the 
community.”

•
•

•
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Gisela Martinez 
Sanford, NC

Major  

Sociology

Minor  
Latin-American Studies

Service Focus Area 
Latinos

Primary Service Ties 

APPLES Service-
Learning Program
Carolina Hispanic 
Association 
Scholars’ Latino Initiative 

Post-graduation plans 

Peace Corps

“My experience in the Public 
Service Scholars program is 
one that has affected my life in 
many ways. From the choice of 
organizations I have become 
involved with, to my course 
selections, to my future career 
options, the Public Service 
Scholars program has opened the 
doors to a life commitment to 
public service.”

•

•

•

Margot Reed Miranda 
Woodstock, NY

Double Major  
Psychology and Spanish

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of America
Relay For Life 
SAFE Child 

Post-graduation plans 

Teach for America 

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has given me the 
opportunity to stay informed 
in ways that would have been 
impossible without this resource.”

•

•
•

Erin K. Mizelle 
Huntersville, NC

Major  
Business

Minor  
Social and Economic Justice

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

TEACCH (Treatment 
and Education of 
Autistic and Related 
Communication-
Handicapped Children)
Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools 
Habitat for Humanity 

Post-graduation plans 

Consulting

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has been an invaluable 
experience in which I’ve 
been able to serve multiple 
organizations, help to complete 
many different projects, and 
meet a diverse group of people 
throughout the community and 
state. This experience will shape 
the way I lead my life in years 
to come, always with a focus on 
helping others.”

•

•

•

Elizabeth Shaw Murray 
Charlotte, NC

Double Major  
Psychology and Spanish

Service Focus Area  
Health and Latinos

Primary Service Ties 

SHAC (Student Health 
Action Coalition)
Campus Y, Big  
Buddy Program
APPLES Service-
Learning Program 

Post-graduation plans 

Physician assistant school

“My experience in the Public 
Service Scholars program has 
equipped me to better serve my 
community. Opportunities for 
training, service-learning and 
reflection have enabled me to 
help those in need in a more 
educated and knowledgeable 
fashion.”

•

•

•

Emily Mytkowicz 
Duxbury, MA

Major  
International Studies

Minor  

Business

Service Focus Area 
Latinos

Primary Service Ties 

MANO (Mujeres 
Avanzando hacia Nuevas 
Oportunidades) 
Cardinal Cushing School
Habitat for Humanity 

Post-graduation plans 

Teach English abroad and 
graduate school

“My experience with PSS has 
been invaluable, allowing me 
to tie hands-on experience 
to a more practical study of 
public service through classes 
and seminars. PSS has offered 
a seemingly infinite supply of 
resources, including ideas for 
public service and community 
engagement, extra manpower 
when the need arises, and a 
range of other assets beneficial to 
scholars.”

•

•
•

Brady Nash 
Arlington, VA

Double Major  
Philosophy and English

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties 

Legal Services of 
Northern Virginia
Campus Crusade  
for Christ 
SWAT (Student Worker 
Alliance for Tutoring) 

Post-graduation plans 

Travel and graduate school

“I would have no qualms with my 
path in life if I was working on 
improving the education situation 
as a career. I have certainly 
benefited from my education at 
Carolina, and the least I can do 
is aid in improving the system 
nationwide.”

•

•

•
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Paige O’Hale 
Smithfield, NC

Double Major  

History and Southern 
Studies

Service Focus Area  

Public Policy

Primary Service Ties 

Governor Mike  
Easley’s Office 
Capital Breakthrough 
Missions to Haiti 

Post-graduation plans 

Master’s degree in global 
communications at the 
American University of 
Paris

“I have always been interested 
in public service. What makes 
the PSS program special is that 
it helps students like me connect 
with others who have similar 
interests. Working together, we 
learn how to apply our academic 
knowledge to communities’ 
needs and put the many talents 
here at Carolina to work in places 
far beyond Chapel Hill.”

•

•
•

Jessica Oliver 
Raleigh, NC

Major  

Spanish

Minor  

Chemistry

Service Focus Area 
Latinos

Primary Service Ties 

Communities In Schools 
of Orange County 
Delta Delta Sigma 
Campus Y 

Post-graduation plans 

Dental school

“Participating in the Public 
Service Scholars program has 
allowed me to pursue public 
service from a variety of angles. 
I’ve had the opportunity to work 
with adults, youth, and minorities 
in settings like the local schools, 
area dental clinics, and UNC 
Hospitals. These experiences 
have made me passionate about 
service, which I know I will 
continue in the future.”

•

•
•

Melanie R. Pace 
Charlotte, NC

Double Major  
Psychology and  
Religious Studies

Service Focus Area  

At-Risk Populations

Primary Service Ties 

Crisis Assistance Ministry 
Scholars’ Latino Initiative 
Students for Mental 
Health Awareness 

Post-graduation plans 

Undecided 

“I came to Carolina with a strong 
desire to make connections 
between my education and 
my community. Luckily for me, 
my time in PSS has been filled 
with opportunities to discover 
what it means to turn idealism 
into action. I have found 
myself humbled by the selfless 
dedication of my peers and the 
hopeful discovery that, although 
one person can’t save the world, 
people working together can 
begin to change it for the better.”

•
•
•

Pooja Parmar
Raleigh, NC

Major  
Biology

Service Focus Area 

Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat for Humanity
Project Democracy 2004
Project SHINE 
(Students Helping in the 
Naturalization of Elders)

Post-graduation plans 

Undecided

“Service — there isn’t a single 
definition that sums up the word. 
It is based on the experiences and 
memories a person creates when 
they perform service. Throughout 
my four years at college, my 
service experience through the 
Public Service Scholars program 
has been an integral part to 
my life. The people I have met, 
worked with, and helped are all 
things that are going to stay with 
me for the rest of my life.”

•
•
•

Aneri Patel 
Raleigh, NC

Major  

International Studies

Minor  

Environmental Studies

Service Focus Area  

Public Policy

Primary Service Ties 

Congressman David 
Price’s Office 
N.C. Fellows Program 
Orange County  
Animal Shelter 

Post-graduation plans 

Work in Washington, D.C., 
for a year, then law school

“To me, service is not an 
obligation or a requirement, it is 
something that a person should 
naturally do. Before college and 
during, I was naturally drawn 
towards service projects during 
my free time, and Public Service 
Scholars gave me a venue to 
actually document and reflect on 
the projects I have worked on. 
And for that, I am grateful.”

•

•
•

Mehul Patel
Jamestown, NC

Major  
Chemistry

Minor  

Biology

Service Focus Area  
Health

Primary Service Ties 

Bairo Pite Clinic,  
East Timor 
APPLES Service-
Learning Program
Sangam

Post-graduation plans 

Volunteer in rural Nepal, 
then medical school

“From the first day I walked 
around on this campus, it was 
easy to see the number and 
variety of opportunities for 
students to get involved were 
abundant. After joining the Public 
Service Scholar program, it gave 
me a path to follow that has 
been perhaps the most rewarding 
for many reasons. It is more 
than just being recognized as 
a public servant -- it is molding 
yourself into a caring leader and 
a compassionate human being for 
the future.”

•

•

•
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Lissa Petter 
Atlanta, GA

Major  

Public Policy

Double Minor  

Physics, Astronomy

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties 
Teaching and Projects 
Abroad, India 
Pi Beta Phi Sorority 
Undergraduate Student 
Attorney General’s Staff 

Post-graduation plans 

Investment banking

“The Public Service Scholars 
program forced me to explore 
different ways of learning 
about and providing service 
to the community. Through 
service-learning classes, hands 
on service, and skills trainings 
sessions I was able to refine my 
own philosophy on service and 
determine the best way I can 
make an impact.”

•

•
•

Sarah Plastino 
Wayne, PA

Double Major  
Public Policy and 
International Studies

Service Focus Area 
Latinos

Primary Service Ties 

The Foundation for 
Nutrition and Life, 
Mexico 
El Centro Hispano 
Teach for America 

Post-graduation plans 

Community health 
outreach, then a master of 
public health program 

“My experience at Carolina  
was greatly enriched by my 
experiences with the Public 
Service Scholars program. The 
program provided me with 
valuable guidance, motivated 
me to continually incorporate 
public service into my education, 
and ultimately supported me in 
pursuing  
my passions.”

•

•
•

Carolyn Elise Pockat 
Charlotte, NC

Double Major  

Exercise and Sport  
Science and Biology

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat for Humanity 
Chapel Hill Community 
Center’s Adaptive 
Aquatics Program 
Loaves and Fishes  
Food Pantry 

Post-graduation plans 

Doctor of physical  
therapy degree

“This program provided a 
framework and support network 
for the service that I already 
thoroughly enjoyed and in 
which I was very involved. I 
was enlightened about local 
service organizations that I 
had little knowledge of and 
became involved with ones I 
may have overlooked if not for 
the information that I obtained 
through PSS. PSS has provided 
me with the chance to contribute 
to the local community which 
has significantly enhanced my 
experience at Carolina.”

•
•

•

Samaya Qureshi 
Saskatoon, 

Saskatchewan, Canada

Major  

Biology

Minor  
Chemistry

Service Focus Area 

Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Inter-Faith Council for 
Social Service, Project 
Rush Hour
Ganga Jamna Hospital, 
Pakistan 
SOD (Students for 
Organ Donation) 

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“If I could explain my experience 
in the Public Service Scholars 
program in one word, I would 
choose rewarding. My service 
opportunities have been 
rewarding in the sense that I 
have learned so much and have 
also been able to use that same 
knowledge and experience in 
every aspect of my life. The Public 
Service Scholars program has 
allowed me to broaden my scope 
of education from not only in  
the classroom, but to the 
community as well.”

•

•

•

Alicia Raia 
Freehold, NJ

Major  

Journalism and Mass 
Communication

Minor  
Social and Economic Justice

Service Focus Area  

Public Policy

Primary Service Ties 

Roosevelt Institution 
Student Philanthropy 
Project, CCPS 
UNC-Chapel Hill School 
of Nursing 

Post-graduation plans 

Teach for America

“The Public Service Scholars  
program has enabled me to 
engage in the community and 
practice skills that will help me  
to make a difference in the world. 
PSS illustrates the commitment 
of students to the state of North 
Carolina and the world beyond.  
I am proud to be part of a 
program that engages students 
and molds them into future 
leaders who are guided by their 
experiences in service.”

•
•

•

Archana Ramesh 
Morrisville, NC

Major  
Psychology

Minor  
Public Relations

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

APPLES Service-
Learning Program 
Student Government 
Public Service and 
Advocacy Committee
Pratham NC 

Post-graduation plans 

Teach for America

“Being involved in the Public 
Service Scholars program has 
enriched my three years at 
Carolina considerably. It’s 
great to have a program that 
emphasizes public service and 
makes it a priority in the lives of 
college students. It is also great 
to realize that there is a network 
of students at this University who 
are passionate about serving the 
community and want to make a 
difference in the lives of the local 
and international community.”

•

•

•
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Maggie Elizabeth Rechel 
Cincinnati, OH

Double Major  
Sociology and  
Political Science

Service Focus Area 

Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat For Humanity 
Campus Y 
Inter-Faith Council for 
Social Service

Post-graduation plans 
PhD program in sociology

•
•
•

Catherine Reed 
Charlotte, NC

Double Major 

Mathematics and 
Psychology

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

Habitat For Humanity 
Orphanage Outreach 
Ronald McDonald 
House

Post-graduation plans 

Undecided

“The Public Service Scholars 
program brings awareness and 
recognition to all the great things 
that Carolina students are doing 
to serve others. The program 
also encourages students to go 
above and beyond by requiring 
participation in a service-learning 
class and skills trainings. These 
trainings provide invaluable 
information that applies to the 
service we’re doing now and will 
be doing in the future.”

•
•
•

Catarina Victoria 
Rivera 
Bowie, MD

Major  
Psychology

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties 

Unidos Por Durham 
Daewon Foreign 
Language High School 
Turning the Page

Post-graduation plans 

Teach, and eventually start 
my own charter school

“My service experience led me  
to discover my future career.  
I fell in love with education in a 
service-learning class and have 
never looked back. Further service 
in the schools has strengthened 
my resolve to enter this  
exciting field.”

•
•

•

Amanda Rose 
Jacksonville, NC

Double Major 

Psychology and 
Anthropology

Service Focus Area 

Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

TEACCH (Treatment 
and Education of 
Autistic and Related 
Communication-
Handicapped Children)
Habitat for Humanity
Campus Crusade for 
Christ, Hurricane 
Katrina Relief

Post-graduation plans 

Work with adults diagnosed 
with autism and other 
developmental disabilities

“Enrolling in the Public Service 
Scholars program has provided 
a framework that has given me 
both direction and motivation to 
serve the community. My service 
in the program has changed the 
way I view the world and has 
helped me discover the path of 
my future.”

•

•
•

Alison Rosenberg 
Charlotte, NC

Double Major  
History and  
Religious Studies

Service Focus Area 
Hunger and Homelessness

Primary Service Ties 

The Women’s Center 
Rainbow Soccer 
Hidden Child

Post-graduation plans 

Teach for America

“The Public Service Scholars 
program not only helped guide 
my college experience, but also 
directed me toward a future 
in public service. Through 
the various service-learning 
opportunities, training programs, 
and hands-on experiences, I have 
realized my passion for service 
and desire to continue along  
such a path.”

•
•
•

Angela M. Rotchstein
Charlotte, NC 

Major  
Psychology 

Minors  
Social and Economic Justice

Service Focus Area  
Aging Population

Primary Service Ties 
Guardian ad Litem
A Helping Hand 
North Carolina Hillel

Post-graduation plans 

Master of social 
work program with a 
concentration in aging

“This program encouraged me 
to explore new and rewarding 
depths of public service and 
social change. By remaining 
committed to the Public Service 
Scholars program, I have gained 
new insight of oppressed and 
vulnerable communities that 
I may otherwise have been 
completely unaware of. The 
program pushed me to broaden 
my horizons by taking courses 
and volunteering in areas I 
never would have considered 
beforehand.” 

•
•
•
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Amanda J. Sellers 
Rockville, MD

Double Major 

International Studies  
and French

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties 

Campus Y, Nourish 
International 
Southeast Asia Interest 
Association 
Project SHINE 
(Students Helping in the 
Naturalization of Elders)

Post-graduation plans 

Undecided 

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has helped me to 
understand the power of 
education as a catalyst for 
social progress. From teaching 
English to elderly immigrants, 
to translating lessons plans 
promoting Malian female 
empowerment, to advocating for 
a Burmese refugee school  
in Thailand, PSS experiences  
have inspired me to pursue a 
lifetime of public service  
through education.”

•

•

•

Andy Shapiro 
Fuquay-Varina, NC

Major  

Environmental Health

Service Focus Area 

Betterment of rural people’s 
lives in developing countries

Primary Service Ties 

Population and 
Community 
Development Association 
Habitat for Humanity
Triangle Clean Cities 
Coalition

Post-graduation plans 

Environmental toxicology 

“Being a PSS member gave 
me the initial momentum to 
commit my time and energy to 
help others. I found a synergistic 
relationship between pursuing 
my own personal goals and 
working with communites with 
whom I have something to offer. 
Commiting your life to helping 
others fulfills a part of the soul 
that nothing else can, and  
it’s an addictive and  
intoxicating experience.”

•

•
•

Katie Sharpe 
Rockville, MD

Double Major  

Biology and Sociology

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties 

Red Cross Hospital, 
South Africa
Undergraduate Honor 
Court 
INSPIRE 

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“The Public Service Scholars 
program provided direction to my 
service. As a pre-med student, I 
once felt overwhelmed by finding 
projects that complemented my 
health interests. However, the 
PSS program shows that people 
of all backgrounds can utilize 
their assets. PSS also enabled 
me to acquire a macroscopic 
perspective of the community 
so that I better appreciated 
its needs. Furthermore, the 
program gave me the confidence 
to assume leadership and 
organizational positions in  
my service.”

•

•

•

Sid Sheth 
Jacksonville, NC

Major  
Biology

Double Minor  
Afro-American Studies and 
Chemistry

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties 
Campus Y, National 
Organization for College 
Placement
South Asian Earthquake 
Relief
Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools 

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“Empower, empower, empower! 
We have the means to make a 
difference in our community and 
the world if we work hard and 
persevere. I have learned that no 
feat is impossible with a collective 
vision as long as we are resolute 
in our minds and in our hearts.”

•

•

•

Amanda Woollen 
Shintay 
Charlotte, NC

Major  
Business

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

Amigos de las Americas
Kappa Delta Sorority
Project OpenHand 

Post-graduation plans 

Investment banking

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has challenged me 
to look beyond myself and my 
personal experience at Carolina 
in order to find ways to positively 
impact the community around 
me. It has inspired me to reach 
out to people different than 
myself, to find new and creative 
solutions to problems, and to be 
fulfilled by serving others.”

•
•
•

Melanie Nicole Singer 
Charlotte, NC

Major  
Anthropology

Minor  
Environmental Studies  
and Sciences

Service Focus Area 

Violence Intervention and 
Prevention

Primary Service Ties 

Orange County Rape 
Crisis Center
NC Prevention Partners

Post-graduation plans 

Move to Boston

“My experience in the PSS 
program has helped me 
strengthen my interest and refine 
my skills in public service.”

•

•
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Allison Staley
Greenville, NC

Double Major  
Nutrition and Exercise  
and Sport Science

Minor  
Chemistry

Service Focus Area 

Domestic Violence 
Awareness and Prevention

Primary Service Ties  

Pitt County Family 
Violence Program
Southwest Central 
Durham Quality of Life 
Project
Durham Crisis Response 
Center

Post-graduation plans 
Medical school

 “The Public Service Scholars 
program has been more than 
just giving my time to a worthy 
cause; the program has allowed 
me to explore the various aspects 
of society that hinder as well as 
promote social change within our 
world. It is this opportunity that 
creates a broader perspective 
for Carolina students in addition 
to our formal education in the 
lecture halls.”  

•

•

•

Taylor Steelman 
Winston-Salem, NC

Major  
International Studies

Minor  
French

Service Focus Area 

International Human 
Rights Advocacy and 
Education

Primary Service Ties 

SUDAN (Students 
United for Darfur 
Awareness Now)
APPLES Service-
Learning Program
Great Decisions 
Outreach 

Post-graduation plans 

Work with a peace building 
NGO in Burundi, Africa 

“The service I’ve done has 
directed my academic passions 
and career path.”

•

•

•

Susan Ashley Tart 
Dunn, NC

Double Major  

Journalism and Mass 
Communication and 
International Studies

Service Focus Area 

International Development

Primary Service Ties 

Sri Lanka Navy,  
tsunami relief work
U.S. Embassy  
Seoul, Korea
Camp Celebrate 

Post-graduation plans 

Teach English in China 
for a year, then work as a 
foreign correspondent

“While I have always enjoyed 
volunteering, the Public Service 
Scholars program has encouraged 
me to pursue service work in 
fields that I otherwise would 
never have explored so in-depth. 
PSS has given me an awareness 
of the causes behind certain 
social issues, and has taught me 
the skills that are effective in 
combating those issues when  
I’m volunteering.”

•

•

•

Sarah Lindsay Thomson
Charlotte and Cary, NC

Major  
International Studies

Minor  
Environmental Sciences

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties 

Elliott Woods Tutoring 
Program
Inter-faith Council for 
Social Service
UNC Center for Global 
Initiatives

Post-graduation plans 

Efficiency consulting, or 
work for the Institute of 
International Education in 
Washington, D.C.
  

“By participating in the program, 
I’ve learned that my abilities are 
constantly changing, as are the 
needs of those we serve. Coming 
from an extremely goal-oriented 
society in the United States, I’ve 
learned that often our ‘goal’ in 
service may be to simply exist in 
solidarity with those we serve. If 
we go into a situation with pre-
conceived notions of the needs 
of a group or community, we will 
ultimately fail as effective servant-
leaders. Our job is to listen and 
learn before acting.”

•

•

•

Zach Torres-Fowler 
Southport, NC

Major  

Political Science

Minor  
History

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties 

Roosevelt Institution 
K-12 International 
Outreach Program, 
UNC Center for Global 
Initiatives 
International Culture 
Experience 

Post-graduation plans 

Work for a research 
organization or nonprofit, 
or teach English in Latin 
America

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has given me the 
opportunity to discover how to 
affect the problems that face our 
world every day. By introducing 
me to the world of public service, 
I have become a much more 
aware and conscious member  
of society. Volunteering 
everywhere from my local 
community to foreign countries 
has been an incredibly rewarding 
and enabling experience that has 
changed my life.”

•
•

•

Kristin Uicker
Matthews, NC 

Major  

Psychology

Minor  

Spanish

Service Focus Area 

Education 

Primary Service Ties  

APPLES Service-
Learning Program 
Frank Porter Graham 
Elementary School Study 
Buddies
K-12 International 
Outreach Program, 
UNC Center for Global 
Initiatives 

Post-graduation plans 
Law school

“PSS has helped me take my 
service experiences to a more 
sophisticated level where I 
develop a long-term relationship 
with the organizations and 
people that I serve. The trainings 
have taught me valuable new 
skills that have been useful in 
many situations I’ve already 
encountered and will surely 
encounter in the future. By 
working in the community, I have 
been able to integrate myself into 
it, rather than merely remaining a 
part-time resident.”

•

•

•
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Kate Leanui Vlach 
Washington, DC

Major  
Women’s Studies

Minor  

Political Science

Service Focus Area 

Women’s Advocacy

Primary Service Ties 

Planned Parenthood 
Association of South 
Africa 
FAIR Fund 
ACLU Campaign for 
Healthy Families,  
South Dakota 

Post-graduation plans 

Public policy fellowship in 
women’s issues

“I learned about resources 
for engaged scholarship that 
combined my academic pursuits 
and interests with community 
needs in a way that enriched my 
learning experience and provided 
me with a platform for change.”

•

•
•

Douglas Weiss 
New York, NY

Double Major  
Business and  
International Studies

Minor  
Biology

Primary Service Ties 

SWEAT (Students 
Working in the 
Environment for Active 
Transformation) 
Iowa Resource for 
International Service 
Population and 
Community 
Development Association 

Post-graduation plans 
Strategic management

“The Public Service Scholars 
program gave me a great 
framework to do service at 
UNC-Chapel Hill. With its unique 
combination of hands-on service, 
instructional workshops, service-
learning, and reflective exercises, 
PSS has developed a well-rounded 
service institution for Carolina 
students. While service has always 
been a part of my life, the PSS 
program helped me to bring further 
meaning to the experiences that I 
had and develop many of the skills 
that will allow me to continue to 
give back for the rest of my life.”

•

•

•

E. Mary Williams 
Washington, DC

Double Major  

Religious Studies and 
Political Science

Service Focus Area 

Education

Primary Service Ties 

Student U. 
Scholars’ Latino Initiative 
Breakthrough 
Collaborative 

Post-graduation plans 

Teach in a charter school

“Not only does the PSS program 
celebrate the long University 
history of public service, but it 
validates each current student’s 
commitment to public service. 
I joined the program to better 
understand my own commitment 
and to see how it related to other 
service at UNC-Chapel Hill.”

•
•
•

Daniel Alan Willner
New York, NY

Major  
Biology

Minor  

Chemistry

Service Focus Area  

Health

Primary Service Ties 

South Orange Rescue 
Squad
Rainbow Soccer
UNC Hospitals

“The Public Service Scholars 
program has provided an 
opportunity for me to receive 
recognition for participating 
in the activities that I love. It 
has also kept me informed 
about continuing education 
opportunities on topics that are 
both valuable and salient.”

•

•
•

Bethany A. Woomer 
Charleston, WV

Major  
Biology

Double Minor  
Women’s Studies and 
Chemistry

Service Focus Area 

Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

Orange County Rape 
Crisis Center 
Campus Y, Project 
Literacy 
Camp Kesem 

Post-graduation plans 
Medical school

“I have really appreciated not 
only being encouraged to engage 
in various kinds of public service, 
but also being valued for the 
service that I do. It is important to 
reward the many contributions of 
students that may otherwise go 
unnoticed. The PSS Program has 
given me a chance to meet others 
who do very similar and very 
different activities and creates a 
community of people dedicated 
to improving society.”

•

•

•
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Victoria Yang 
Raleigh, NC

Major  
Business

Service Focus Area 
Children/Youth

Primary Service Ties 

Campus Y, HYPE 
K-12 International 
Outreach Program, 
UNC Center for Global 
Initiatives
UNC Dance Marathon 

Post-graduation plans 

Work in business

“The PSS program has helped 
me to focus my desire to help in 
the community by setting high 
standards and motivating me to 
seek opportunities with children. 
I have worked to be a role model 
to a variety of children of all 
age groups with different needs 
from physical to academic. I 
plan to continue working closely 
with children and through this 
program, I know about more 
ways to get involved.”

•
•

•

About the Center
The Carolina Center for Public Service (CCPS) engages and supports the faculty, 

students, and staff of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in meeting 

the needs of North Carolina. The Center strengthens the University’s public service 

commitment by promoting scholarship and service that are responsive to the concerns of 

the state and contribute to the common good.

In all our efforts, CCPS seeks to build partnerships throughout the University and 

the state. In addition to the Public Service Scholars program, our activities include 

fellowships and grants for faculty and students, a Public Service Awards program, an 

online public service database, hosting the Chancellor’s annual Tar Heel Bus Tour and a 

weekly public service listserv. 

The Center relies on private gifts to sustain and grow its programs. If you are interested 

in supporting the Public Service Scholars program or other programs of the Center, 

please contact Lynn W. Blanchard, MPH, PhD, director. If you are interested in 

learning more about the Public Service Scholars program, please contact Eileen Hannan, 

MSW, program officer. 

Carolina Center for Public Service

Bank of America Center, Suite 201

137 E. Franklin St., Campus Box 3142

Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3142

P 919.843.7568, F 919.843.7379 

ccps@unc.edu, www.unc.edu/cps

Mia Yang 
Charlotte, NC

Major  

Biology

Minor  
Creative Writing

Service Focus Area  
Health

Primary Service Ties 

Hospital General de 
Zapopan 
American Red Cross 
Club 
MANO (Mujeres 
Avanzando hacia Nuevas 
Oportunidades)

Post-graduation plans 

Medical school

“I am extremely grateful to 
Public Service Scholars program 
for providing the framework for 
my service work abroad and 
locally. The program has also 
connected me to other Public 
Service Scholars. Together, we’re 
a community dedicated to public 
service. I am proud and excited 
to be a part of a program that 
fosters service and change.”

•

•

•
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Th is  publ icat ion was  made  poss ible  through the  support  of  the  Donald P. Kanak family. 

“My experiences as a Public Service Scholar have revealed 

that my seemingly small contributions actually make a 

huge difference in the lives of others. I can only hope that 

my career will be as satisfying as this program.” 
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“	The PSS program is an organized way to challenge 

yourself to serve. It’s a support system for those who 

want to change the world.”


